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Fringe dwellers : life andFringe dwellers : life and 
hard times in the 
intertidal zone

A. Prof. Paul Adam

The intertidal zone is variable across a 
spectrum of time scales
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• Southwold image

Nigel Chadwick

Types of intertidal and associated 
ecosystems
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Seagrasses Rock platform
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Seawalls and piers

Woods Hole Research Centre

Seacliff

Sandy 
beaches

Driftlines

Sand dunes Mangroves and Saltmarsh
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Swamp forests and floodplains Existing protections

Commonwealth

Threatened species

Migratory Speciesg y p

Ramsar

Existing protections

State

Fisheries

Terrestrial

Formal Reserves

Threatened Species

Policies and Guidelines

Local Government 
– Zonings and Policies

Bidgee

The tyranny of small (and often 
unofficial) decisions
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Relative Sea Level Rise Coastal Squeeze ‐ No where to go?

Committee on Engineering Implications of Changes in Relative Mean Sea Level (1987) Responding to changes in 
sea level: engineering implications. National Academy Press, Washington D.C.

Increased Temperature Insect Borne Diseases

Mosquito, http://ruina.tam.cornell.edu

Extreme Events Local measures

@savingourtrees.wordpress.com
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Planned Retreat

‐ or – managed realignment

PD: Wikicommons


