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Tapping into local knowledge:
better community engagement in coastal planning

12 November 2013

Presented by Tim Macdonald
Senior Environment Planning Officer, Integrated Planning
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Coastal planning for the Gosford LGA

« Coastal Zone Management Planning
« Open Coast & Broken Bay Beaches
« Brisbane Water
« Coastal Lagoons
« Lower Hawkesbury

* Floodplain Risk Management Planning
« Brisbane Water Foreshore Inundation
« Coastal Lagoons
« Various overland flow and sub catchment studies

Y
« Climate Adaptation Planning ?i)\Bé

- decision support tools, risk assessments, spatial mapping © <\\\
corporate review C
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Informing the community in 2009

Exhibition of Council proposal to adopt a planning level

Average Tidal Inundation Map

iy Aftocted by

Online Notices. | Gosford Challenge | Contact Us | Jobs | Payments | Council Meetings

1pping - mapping of sea level rise

IATION REGARDING SEA LEVEL RISE MAPPING ***

inital indication may be potentiolly
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A 3m rise in sea leveis would
change the face of the Gosford
waterfront.

M Key roads like Dane Drive and
Baker St would be flooded as The
Broadwater advances;

M Low-lying facllities like the
sports stadium and the public
wharf would be in jeopardy;

« Supportive media reporting

W Storm surges during high tides
would put much of the CBD at risk;
W 5500 waterfront homes are Original picture coartesy
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Digitaily-aitered image: BUDDY ROSS




Planning with uncertainty +

NSW Sea Level Rise
Policy Statement

Planning

Guidelines for Preparing
Derivation of the NSW Government's Comtad K S gt Flae
sea level rise planning benchmarks

ek

Technical Note

—

Minister's Requirements under the
Coastal Protection Act 1979

Draft Flood Risk Management Guide:

Incorporating

Draft Coastal Risk Management Guide:

Incarporating sea level r
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Coastal Planning for the Gosford LGA

» Section 149(5) notifications placed on 9000 properties (7 May
2010)

 More than 150 written submissions received

 Public confusion as to relevance of Coastal Protection and other
Legislation Bill (Act) 2010

« Growing community concern meetings

© Gosford City Council 2013



Planning with uncertainty

CENTRAL COAST

g8 GOSFORD-PENINSULA

ress Ady

Express Advocate

CENTRAL COAST

CENTRAL COAST

ress Advoc

expressadvocate.com.au

Tfight climate laws

caTHY sTUBBS

Protesters ask MP e
to protect homes

Sceptics claim moves a tax grab




Further information provided to community

« Why did Council put SLR information on Section 149 Certificate?
« Why did Council consider it had a Duty of Care?

« What does Section 149(5) of the Environment & Planning Act 1979
actually say?

« What consultation did Council undertake prior to encoding?

« Does Council consult prior to placing a new message on a Planning
Certificate?

 What does the s.149(5) message say?
« Will the encoding affect insurance premiums for properties

encoded?
« Will the encoding affect the value of properties encoded? O\Bec\\’
o° ©
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There must be a better way!

Bad human
communication




Improving engagement

International Association for Public Participation

« Planning for effective public participation
« Gain internal committment
« Learn from the public
« Select the level of participation (IAP2 spectrum)
» Define the process and participation objectives
« Develop the public participation planning document

« Communications for effective communication

« Techniques for public communication *ﬂéé
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Improving engagement

Managing the media conversation

« Stay on the front foot — be proactive & prepared

* News “values” — key ingredients that make a news story
* Finding an angle

« Planning your message

 The grab
« Forge relationships Oe(,\\’
O

© Gosford City Council 2013



Improving internal engagement

 Internal Cross-Directorate Working Group

« Lead
« Strategise

« Communicate

© Gosford City Council 2013



Improving engagement

Catchments & Coast Committee

Involve the vocal minority

Project specific Sub-Committees

Community engagement strategies

© Gosford City Council 2013



Improving engagement

« Be flexible
* Be responsive
* Be inclusive

 |nvest resources
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Where to from here?
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Thank you

Tim Macdonald

Senior Environment Planning Officer
Gosford City Council

02 4304 7658
tim.macdonald@gosford.nsw.gov.au
www.gosford.nsw.gov.au
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